
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy successfully celebrated what arguably may be 
considered one of the greatest news conferences in the department’s history on April 19 by announcing the launch of 
NextCycle Michigan, which coincided with the start of Earth Day/Week (April 20-22) and was touted by EGLE leadership as 
"the greatest accomplishment in recycling" since Michigan achieved its first-in-the-nation status by introducing the bottle bill 
law in 1976. 

The virtual press event attracted the largest media attendance since the “Know It Before You Throw It” education 
campaign kicked off in 2019, with reporters from 22 separate news organizations representing every media market in the 
state joining the online news conference that featured EGLE Director Liesl Clark; EGLE Materials Management Division 
Director Liz Browne; Michigan Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Rich Studley; Meijer Senior Vice President for 
Real Estate and Properties Vik Srinivasan; Democratic U.S. Rep. Haley Stevens, Michigan’s 11th Congressional District; 
and Republican state Sen. Wayne Schmidt, R-Traverse City.

The event produced overwhelmingly positive stories from every media market in the state. Top coverage was generated in 
the metro Detroit market with news outlets that have statewide distribution/viewership, including WJBK-TV, The Detroit 
News, The Associated Press and Crain’s Detroit Business, as well as the Michigan Radio statewide network and National 
Public Radio affiliate WGVU in Grand Rapids. The story was also published nationally by trade publications including 
Waste Today, Recycling Today and Waste Advantage Magazine. 

Equally important, the news conference sets the stage for future announcements by EGLE with NextCycle 
Michigan partners as shovel-ready projects come to fruition that will drive additional positive news media coverage.

From April 19-22, news media coverage from the news conference reached an estimated 148.5 million viewers, which is 
calculated by the amount of unique IP addresses that visit a news article within a given time. If EGLE would have 
purchased the coverage as paid advertising, it would have cost $1.3 million. Please note this does not include 
future stories we know are coming from the Lansing State Journal/USA Today Michigan Network and the Grand 
Rapids Business Journal.
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“Michigan strives for 30% recycling goal by 
leveraging key grant money”

Yahoo! News

Click here to read story 
Reach: 66.4 million

MEDIA COVERAGE 

https://news.yahoo.com/michigan-strives-30-recycling-goal-040400655.html
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“Michigan commits to $97 million investment into 
recycling”

The Associated Press


The article was republished by over 25 other 
sources including:

WDIV-TV

The Oakland Press

WNEM-TV

The Daily Mining Gazette 

WGVU-TV


Click here to read The Associated Press story  
Reach: 77 million

“State unveils ‘greatest accomplishment in 
recycling’ since bottle bill: NextCycle Michigan”

WOOD-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 847,085
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https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2021/04/20/michigan-commits-to-97-million-investment-into-recycling/
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/news/michigan-commits-to-97-million-investment-into-recycling/article_caf619be-a1ff-11eb-8212-8b3e67d77169.html
https://www.wnem.com/news/michigan-commits-to-97-million-investment-into-recycling/article_6153ec24-1e24-56db-af32-f8f8e3713637.html?block_id=994444
https://www.mininggazette.com/news/2021/04/michigan-commits-to-97-million-investment-into-recycling/
https://www.wgvunews.org/post/michigan-commits-97-million-investment-recycling
https://apnews.com/article/business-environment-recycling-michigan-5646c9d8f9296ffef1a0886ae498300f
https://www.woodtv.com/news/michigan/state-unveils-greatest-accomplishment-in-recycling-since-bottle-bill-nextcycle-michigan/
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“Michigan environmental, political, business 
leaders commit to $97 million investment into 
recycling”

Crain’s Detroit Business 

Click here to read story 
Reach: 567,850

“EGLE, Michigan Chamber, Meijer announce 
'historic effort' to boost state's recycling efforts”

WXMI-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 631,546

“EGLE Announces Largest-Ever Push for 
Recycling Programs”

WWTV-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 524,243
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https://www.crainsdetroit.com/environment/michigan-environmental-political-business-leaders-commit-97-million-investment
https://www.fox17online.com/news/local-news/michigan/egle-michigan-chamber-meijer-announce-historic-effort-to-boost-states-recycling-efforts
https://www.9and10news.com/2021/04/19/egle-announces-largest-ever-push-for-recycling-programs/
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“Michigan will invest $97 million into recycling”

WJBK-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 515,675

“EGLE, MI Chamber of Commerce and partners 
announce NextCycle Michigan”

WILX-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 446,434

“Michigan and businesses collaborate to gain 
‘recycling and recovery’ economy”

Michigan Radio

Click here to read story 
Reach: 360,523
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https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/michigan-will-invest-97-million-into-recycling
https://www.wilx.com/2021/04/20/egle-mi-chamber-of-commerce-and-partners-announce-nextcycle-michigan/
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/michigan-and-businesses-collaborate-gain-recycling-and-recovery-economy
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“Michigan EGLE announces NextCycle recycling 
initiative”

Recycling Today 

Click here to read story 
Reach: 111,723

“Michigan strives for 30% recycling goal by 
leveraging key grant money”

The Detroit News

Click here to read story 
Reach: 111,630

“EGLE, Michigan Chamber of Commerce and 
More than 30 Partners Join with Bipartisan 
Lawmakers to Announce NextCycle Michigan”

Waste Advantage

Click here to read story 
Reach: 56,896
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https://www.recyclingtoday.com/article/michigan-recycle-initiative/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2021/04/19/michigan-strives-30-percent-recycling-goal-leveraging-key-grant-money/7286947002/
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/egle-michigan-chamber-of-commerce-and-more-than-30-partners-join-with-bipartisan-lawmakers-to-announce-nextcycle-michigan/
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“Michigan EGLE announces NextCycle recycling 
initiative”

Waste Today 

Click here to read story 
Reach: 27,840
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“Recycling 101: How to avoid common 
mistakes & where you can recycle in metro 
Detroit”

WXYZ-TV

Click here to read story 
Reach: 777,102

“SEEDS gets grant dollars to study composting's 
future in northern Michigan”

Traverse City Record Eagle

Click here to read story 
Reach: 57,673

https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/michigan-recycle-initiative/
https://www.wxyz.com/news/recycling-101-how-to-avoid-common-mistakes-where-you-can-recycle-in-metro-detroit
https://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/seeds-gets-grant-dollars-to-study-compostings-future-in-northern-michigan/article_d9be41a4-a1fc-11eb-bb08-dfaca943bd0a.html

