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By any measure, the launch of Michigan’s 2020
Census “Be Counted” Campaign and ensuing series
of “Be Counted” Town Halls has proved to be an
overwhelming success, consistently drawing
standing-room-only crowds, generating widespread
and positive news media coverage, and inspiring
partners and volunteers in attendance at the events
who are helping to coordinate the state’s push to inform
Michiganders on the importance of completing the
census. This effort has built a solid foundation for the
campaign to proceed with digital town halls and
additional PR tactics that are now necessary due to
coronavirus mitigation policies.

We officially kicked off the campaign on Wednesday,
Feb. 26, with a news conference at the state Capitol
announcing the 2020 Michigan Census “Be

Counted” campaign as the largest effort in state Michigan Statewide 2020 Census Director Kerry Ebersole
history. Singh addresses a standing-room-only crowd at the state
Capitol during the Lansing 2020 Census Kickoff news
conference.

The standing-room-only event featuring Lt. Gov. Garlin
Gilchrist Il highlighted the convenience of completing
the census as well as the benefits it brings to local
communities.

News coverage highlights:
In addition to Gilchrist, speakers were Michigan * The Lansing news conference was covered by all
Assistant Secretary of State Heaster Wheeler; major news outlets including print, radio and TV
Michigan Statewide 2020 Census Director Kerry across the state.

Ebersole Singh; state Sen. Jim Stamas, R-Midland; * |n addition to all of Michigan, the news story
Senate Minority Leader Jim Ananich, D-Flint; state published by The Associated Press garnered
Rep. Julie Calley, R-Portland; state Rep. Tyrone national coverage, including Ohio, Minnesota and
Carter, D-Detroit; Michigan Nonprofit Association lllinois. See page 11 for more details.

President and CEO Donna Murray-Brown; and Arab * The estimated reach for the Michigan-specific
Community Center for Economic and Social Services coverage between Feb. 26 and March 12 was
(ACCESS) President and CEO Hassan Jaber. approximately 26.5 million individuals

(estimated reach is calculated by the number of

In the weeks after the news conference, three of the
nine planned series of statewide town halls to educate
residents, dispel general myths and maximize
completion of the census occurred in Detroit on
Monday, March 2, in Macomb County on Tuesday,
March 3, and in Flint on Thursday, March 12.

The Detroit event, at Second Ebenezer Church, featured
Lt. Gov. Gilchrist as keynote speaker and also featured
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, Detroit 2020
Census Executive Director Victoria Kovari; and Census
Director Singh. The town hall was moderated by ABC
affiliate WXYZ-TV anchor Glenda Lewis with the
question-and-answer portion led by WXYZ reporter Kim
Russell.

unique IP addresses that click on a news story).
See details on pages 2-11.

The out-of-state coverage reached 103.3 million.
The total estimated nationwide reach, which
potentially includes Michiganders living or
wintering out of state who may still fill out the
census as Michigan residents, was 129 million.
If the total amount of Michigan-specific coverage
was purchased as paid advertising, the cost
would be $245,000.
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The town hall in Macomb County on Tuesday, March 3
at Macomb Intermediate School District featured
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel as keynote
speaker along with Michigan 2020 Census Director
Kerry Ebersole Singh, Macomb County Executive
Mark Hackel, and Macomb Intermediate School
District Superintendent Mike DeVault.

The Flint event on Thursday, Mar. 12 was retooled as a
digital town hall instead of an in-person event. Despite
the change in the event format, the video was viewed
45,748 times with an estimated reach of 66,000
individuals. The digital town hall featured Lt. Gov.

City of Flint Mayor Sheldon Neely, Michigan Attorney Garlin Gilchrist Il, Michigan Secretary of State

CDi_enetraI ::()ana r\éebssel,lMg_hugin Ettagamdg 20|_20 g_tlen:l{st | Jocelyn Benson, Attorney General Nessel, Statewide
irector Kerry Ebersole Singh, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist I, : . .

City of Burton Mayor Duane Haskins, and Michigan 2920 Census Director Kerry Eber_sole Singh, City of

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson answer questions via Flint Mayor S.heldon Neely and City of Burton Mayor

Facebook live stream in Flint. Duane Haskins as speakers.

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson speaks at the podium as Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel addresses town hall
the digital town hall takes place at the Flint City Hall Dome. attendees at Macomb Intermediate School District in Macomb
County.
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Census Bureau hiring, employees
could make $25 per hour
111 H>H
By Jack Nissen | Published February 26 | Detroit | FOX 2 Detroit Census Bureau h’r’ng, employees COuId
2
0000 make $25 per hour
LANSING, Mich. - Looking for a fresh start? Wanting to kickstart your survey-taking career? -
Interested in bolstering statewide representation by obtaining a more accurate headcount in WJ B K-TV | FOX 2 Detro‘t
Michigan?
Feb. 26, 2020
If yes, then the U.S. Census Bureau has a job for you. CI iCk here 'tO read StOI’V
Against the backdrop of too few workers and fears of low turnout, the census bureau is hiring HTH
anywhere between 6,000 and 14,000 employees in Michigan ReaCh: 1 m I I I |On
Macomb County, Oakland County and the Traverse City area
between $19 and 24.50 an hour.

1.2 million Michiganders at risk of not being counted in
2020 Census

“1.2 million Michiganders at risk of not being
counted in 2020 Census”

Bridge Magazine

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 113,669

Collecting Census responses will be tough, especially in
10 counties that include Ingham

Carol Thompson, Lansing State Journal

“Collecting Census responses will be
tough, especially in 10 counties that
include Ingham”

Lansing State Journal

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 271,398

ingham is seventh of 10 counties highlighted as likely to be undercounted in the 2020
Census, members of a statewide Census educational campaign said Wednesday.

Nearly 61,000 people in Ingham County are considered at risk of being undercounted.
Across Michigan, about 1.8 million people are likely to be undercounted

The once-a-decade U.S. population
funding sent to Michigan through 20:

Congress. That's why members of th
out the survey. 3

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK



https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/census-bureau-hiring-employees-could-make-25-per-hour
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/12-million-michiganders-risk-not-being-counted-2020-census
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2020/02/26/group-pushes-responses-2020-census-michigan-ingham-county/4880106002/
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Michigan kicks-off its largest effort to
promote the Census

Posted: 12:07 PM, Feb 26,2020 Updated: 12:07 PM, Feb 26, 2020
By: FOX 47 News

“Michigan kicks-off its largest effort to
promote the Census”

WSYM-TV | Fox 47 Lansing

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

LANSING, Mich. — Michigan is announcing their kickoff of the R eac h . 89 , 30 1

2020 Census today.
It's the largest effort to promote the U.S. Census in Michigan

The campaign will highlight why the census is important for the

history.
LANSING & JACKSON

Census campaign kicks off in Michigan

000000

“Census campaign kicks off in Michigan”
WLNS-TV | CBS Lansing

e RS TR Feb. 26. 2020
M . ,
]
T — lick heretor tor
The largest census campaign in Michigan's history is now underway. R h . 1 1 3 6 69
It kicked off t! ate Capitol building in Lansing, with the goal of clearly communicatin; eaC ] y

What To Know About The 2020 Census

B February 26,2020 4 Jim Gifford, Podcast

Jim Gifford talks with Michigan
2020 Census executive director

NEWS TALK R “What To Know About The 2020 Census”
WSJM AM 1400 & FM 94.9
Feb. 26, 2020

PODCASTS Click here to read story

e 246 5 Reach: 26,644

o oY o= —
EWS TALK

949 WSIM



https://www.fox47news.com/news/local-news/michigan-kicks-off-its-largest-effort-to-promote-the-census
https://www.wlns.com/news/michigan/census-campaign-kicks-off-in-michigan/
https://www.wsjm.com/2020/02/26/what-to-know-about-the-2020-census/
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10 Michigan counties are at risk to be
undercounted in census

Leaders make case for participation to boost federal funding,

representation

8y Allison Donahue - February 26,2020

“10 Michigan counties are at risk to be
undercounted In census”

Michigan Advance

Feb. 26, 2020

, Click here to read story

2020 =— Reach: 45,494

e AV

B - )
-~ ~Stories that move you. X

“Michigan launches largest campaign in
state history to complete 2020 census”
WZZM-TV | ABC Grand Rapids

Feb. 26, 2020

Im tace Ristory 1o comaiote 20560 Click here to read story
census Reach: 378,627

Three West Michigan counties are among the ones at risk of being
under-counted in the 2020 census.

ON YOUR

; 5, 2020
Upd 2020

LANSING, Mich. — Michigan state political and nonprofit leaders launched the largest camp,

nistory Wednesday to promote participation i the 2020 census on April 1. bl S,DE

Answering 2020 census helps your Michigan
community, officials say

Posted Feb 26, 2020

“Answering 2020 Census helps your
Michigan community, officials say”
MLive

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

n Statewide Census Di
reporters at a press conference kicking off the 2020 Census on Feb. 26, 2020. R 3 - -
each: 4.3 million
f v 1w . .
,,,,, .

Michiganders will begin getting invitations to fill out the census
on March 12, and a coalition of community leaders, elected
officials and nonprofits are working to educate people on just
how important answering those nine questions are for local
programs to get federal funding.



https://www.michiganadvance.com/2020/02/26/10-michigan-counties-are-at-risk-to-be-undercounted-in-census/
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/local/michigan/be-counted-2020-michigan-census-campaign/69-51322daa-50b3-41d2-ac00-79f8ffbc91a4
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2020/02/answering-2020-census-helps-your-michigan-community-officials-say.html

Michigan 2020 Census

Lansing News Conference, Detroit Town Hall,
Macomb Town Hall and Flint Town Hall
Feb. 26 — Mar. 17

MARKETING
THAT
MATTERS.

I—M\BHIGANﬁ

BE COUNTED

L—— 2020 *g census ——

Earned Media Coverage

MICHIGAN COVERAGE

FEATURED.

Macomb County to host Census town hall
meeting

Feb 27,2020 Comments

nnnnnnn

“Macomb County to host Census town hall
meeting”

The Macomb Daily
Feb. 27, 2020

Click here to read story
Reach: 107,802

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

MACOMB DAILY

Michigan Announces ‘Be Counted’ Campaign
For 2020 Census

February 26,2020 by Eric Lloyd

The 2020 Census is coming up fast and the state says this may be the most crucial cou
history.

The census count is used to determine how federal funds are distributed as well as representation in
Congress.

The more people counted in Michigan, the more we get.

“We're Il hands on deck moment.”
says Lie vernor Garlin Gilchrist at a US Census

press c the State Capitol Building Wednesday.
Michigan wants you. They want you to take part in the 2020

Census. They want to count every single one of the near 10 million Michiganders out there and they
pulling out all the stops.

State Officials Begin Push To Increase Census
Participation

B February 26,2020 4 Local Stories @ Leave areply
Expect to see and hear a lot in the next few weeks as the state

launches its largest promotion effort in history to get people to fill
out the 2020 Census. Kerry Ebersole Singh is the director of
Michigan 2020 Census and spoke to WSJM'’s Jim Gifford on “Taking
The Lead” about what people will be asked.

“There’s less than ten questions on the census,’ says Singh. “Name,
age, sex, race, ethnicity, how many people live in your house, their
relationship to you, and phone number. That's it."

Singh says they're encouraging people to fill out the census online, over the phone, or through the mail in
the next two months.

“We want you to fill our your census form by April 30th because in May, that’s when the door-to-door
operations start with the U.S. Census Bureau,” adds Singh. “They’re going to be knocking on your door,

interrupting your dinner, making the dogs bark.”

All data collected is kept confidential for 72 years. The state's gl
residents fill out the form.

949 WSIM

“Michigan Announces ‘Be Counted’
Campaign For 2020 Census”
WWMT-TV | 9&10 News

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 283,043

“State Officials Begin Push To Increase
Census Participation”

WSJM AM 1400 & FM 94.9

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 26,644



https://www.macombdaily.com/news/local/macomb-county-to-host-census-town-hall-meeting/article_4c6bcab8-58d5-11ea-a523-83ee198ee1eb.html
https://www.9and10news.com/2020/02/26/michigan-announces-be-counted-campaign-for-2020-census/
https://www.wsjm.com/2020/02/26/state-officials-begin-push-to-increase-census-participation/
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UPDATE: Michigan kicks-off its largest effort to
promote the Census

“Michigan kicks-off its largest effort to
promote the Census”

WILX-TV | CBS Lansing

Feb. 26, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 403,070

[ £] > linl=3

LANSING, MI (WILX) - Michigan launched its largest census promotional effort in state history at the State Cap

MICHIGAN PROMOTES 2020 CENSUS

© 2weeksago W Featured, Local News, News # Leave a comment @ 72 Views

Later this morning, the State of Michigan is set to announce the largest effort in the state’s history, to
promote the 2020 Census.

The goal is to make sure every citizen and organization knows what they need to, thereby ensuring all “Michigan Promotes 2020 Census »

available federal dollars stay here in Michigan.

The kickoff, was supported by both parties, and carries a price tag of $16 million. Keween aW Repo rt
The announcement will also outline the top 10 Michigan Counties, in danger of being undercounted. Fe b . 2 6 ’ 2 02 O

The census campaign will use traditional media outlets such as tv and radio and newspaper ads, but will I i k h r t r t r
also include modern mediums such as email and social media.

The main goals of the program, are to teach the importance of the Census, and maximize participation, I ‘ eaC h : 1 5 y 683

while highlighting that taking part in the census, has never been easier.

Ways to participate include the traditional mail and in person, along wi

Keweenaw
Report

Proper Census counts ensure how much Michigan communities will re

essential services through 2030, and also will help determine congressi

Hllzs)

FEATURED

Importance of completing census
stressed at Macomb ISD forum

By Norb Franz nfranz@medianewsgroup.com; @NorbFranz on Twitter Mar 4, 2020 Commen ts

“Importance of completing census
stressed at Macomb ISD forum”
Macomb Daily

March 4, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 131,788

DAVID ANGELL — FOR THE MACOMB DAILY

0000

Noting federal funding for important government 7

is linked to the U.S. Census, state and Macomb Co|
audience Tuesday that completing the federal coul MA‘ OMB I)M I Y



https://www.wilx.com/content/news/Michigan-kicks-off-its-largest-effort-to-promote-the-Census-568203761.html
http://www.keweenawreport.com/news/local-news/michigan-promotes-2020-census/
https://www.macombdaily.com/news/local/importance-of-completing-census-emphasized-during-town-hall-meeting/article_53ec2cba-5e43-11ea-ad19-a367451432ce.html
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Local Leaders Asking Everyone To Fill Out 2020 Census

1pm  Filed Under: census 2020, census form, local leaders, Michigan

“Local Leaders Asking Everyone To Fill Out
2020 Census”

WWJ-TV | CBS Detroit

March 2, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 430,756

CBS Detroit

Citizenship question is gone. Michigan immigrants still
distrust the Census

“Citizenship question is gone. Michigan
immigrants still distrust the Census”
et Bridge Magazine
pited S UIR March 2, 2020
c%‘(‘)‘-;‘(’,s : . Click here to read story
Reach: 145,076

State officials to hold 2020
Census town hall meetings
across the state

By BRYCE HUFFMAN .« FEB 28,2020

°Share oTweet OEmall

“State officials to hold 2020 Census town
hall meetings across the state”

Michigan Radio

Feb. 28, 2020

Click here to read story
Reach: 220,184

& MICHIGAN
S| RADIO n o - .

MICHIGAN'S NPR NEWS LEADER



https://detroit.cbslocal.com/2020/03/02/local-leaders-asking-everyone-to-fill-out-2020-census/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/citizenship-question-gone-michigan-immigrants-still-distrust-census
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/state-officials-hold-2020-census-town-hall-meetings-across-state

Michigan 2020 Census
Lansing News Conference, Detroit Town Hall, {CHIGA
MARKETING Macomb Town Hall and Flint Town Hall [y S 1

s Feb. 26 — Mar. 17 BE COUNTED

L— 2000 *g census ——
Earned Media Coverage

MICHIGAN COVERAGE

So much is at stake as Detroit’s
census approaches
By Steve Neaviing [

_ulll  We're loading your content, stay tuned!

“So much is at stake as Detroit’s census
approaches”

Detroit Metro Times

March 4, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 656,341

DETROIT

— METROTIME S
The U.S. Census is a decennial nightmare for Detroi

Census participation drive launched in
Lansing

(left) - Assistant
Secretary of State

| o “Census participation drive launched in

\}-! s I & Lansing”

P === Legal News - Grand Rapids
Legal News - Muskegon
Legal News - Oakland
March 4, 2020
Click here to read story

Reach: 43,684

Speaking at the launch of the “Be Counted” drive to mi
participation in the 2020 Census is Rep. Tyrone Carte:

left to right, are Donna M y-B , CEO/Presid.
it A iation (MNA): Hassan Jaher id, d
The network of people and information

Officials prepare Metro Detroiters for census, try to ease
fears _ .
—— “Officials prepare Metro Detroiters for

¢ (Wi | ®|ac census, try to ease fears”
Detroit — Like other Michigan residents, Vickey Cobb knows the U.S. cansus is taken The DetrOit News

every 10 years and plays a critical role in how much funding flows to public services.

wondered.

That's why on Monday she joined about 50 other Metro Detroiters at Second Ebenezer
Church for a Michigan 2020 Census town hall aimed at clarifying those questions.

"l just wanted to find out about the entire process," said Cobb, who has attended the
church for nearly 19 years. "Any time you can get good information, then it's
beneficial."

But are the responses safely held and where do the answers get stored? She M arC h 2 y 2 02 O

Click here to read story
Reach: 1.2 million

The Detroit News


https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/so-much-is-at-stake-in-detroits-census-approaches/Content?oid=24002173
http://legalnews.com/grandrapids/1485457/
https://www.9and10news.com/2019/10/08/talking-trash-paper/
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Flint mayor to host 2020 census ‘Be Counted’
town hall

State, local officials tout importance of
census participation

Flint Mayor Neeley to host
Genesee County 2020 Census ‘Be
Counted’ Town Hall

Midwest / Michigan © 5 days ago ® 47 Views

“Flint mayor to host 2020 census ‘Be
Counted’ town hall”

MLive

March 8, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 4,428,062

“State, local officials tout importance of
census participation”

C&G Newspapers

March 11, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 61,243

“Flint Mayor Neeley to host Genesee
County 2020 Census ‘Be Counted’ Town
Hall”

Flint Beat

Black News Portal

March 11, 2020

Click here to read story

Reach: 2,021
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https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2020/03/flint-mayor-to-host-2020-census-be-counted-town-hall.html
https://www.candgnews.com/news/state-localofficials-tout-importanceof-censusparticipation-117261
http://www.blacknewsportal.com/flint-mayor-neeley-to-host-genesee-county-2020-census-be-counted-town-hall
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Flint hosts Census Town Hall

by Courtney Bennett | Thursday, March 12th 2020

_4a

> 51 P o). 0242/ 0418

March 12, 2020
Click here to read story
Reach: 205,602

being properly counted,” says Michigan Attorney Dana
Nessel before an empty town hall meeting promoting the
2020 U.S. Census

Officials promoting the 2020 US
Census run up against the

Thursday.

| ! The public was barred from attending
the event out of concern of potentially

spread
The ev

COVID-19 outbreak
o Share o Tweet O Email
- Concerns over coronavirus forced MiChigan Radio
several top state officials to conduct a
town hall promoting the 2020 U.S. MarCh 1 27 2020
2 Census in an empty auditorium in Flint C I |Ck here to read Story

Reach: 228,122

% MICHIGAN
=2 RADIO n o -

MICHIGAN'S NPR NEWS LEADER

NATIONAL COVERAGE

“Flint hosts Census Town Hall”
WEYI-TV and WSMH-TV | CBS and Fox Flint

“Officials promoting the 2020 US Census
run up against the COVID-19 outbreak”

Michigan launches outreach for 2020 census that starts soon

Associated Press

Feb. 26, 2020
Click here to read story

Reach: 103.3 million

“Michigan launches outreach for 2020
census that starts soon”

Resulted in 116 additional articles across
every media market of Michigan as well as in
surrounding states such as Minnesota,
lllinois, New York and Ohio.
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https://nbc25news.com/news/local/flint-hosts-census-town-hall
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/officials-promoting-2020-us-census-run-against-covid-19-outbreak
https://apnews.com/b60215ec1244085bba7c69c9e47ffefb

