
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer was joined by Lt. 
Gov. Garlin Gilchrist II at a March 18, 2021, news 
conference to announce the launch of Ford Field as 
Michigan’s largest on-site COVID-19 vaccination clinic. 


Other keynote speakers were Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Region 5 Acting Regional 
Administrator Kevin M. Sligh Sr., Detroit Lions Team 
President and CEO Rod Wood, Henry Ford Health 
System President and CEO Wright Lassiter III, Meijer 
President and CEO Rick Keyes and Protect Michigan 
Commission Director Kerry Ebersole Singh.


Stakeholders and reporters from across Michigan 
attended the in-person event at the Detroit site. 
Partners included representatives from Henry Ford 
Health System, Meijer, FEMA and local government. 
Top media attendees included The Detroit News, 
WXYZ-TV, Crain’s Detroit Business, WDIV-TV, WWMT-
TV and MLive. 


Within 24 hours of the news conference, more than 
40,000 Michiganders registered to receive their 
vaccines at Ford Field. 


On March 22, Lt. Gov. Gilchrist, Singh and members of 
Michigan’s congressional delegation toured the Ford 
Field mass vaccination clinic with leading 
representatives from FEMA and the U.S. Department of 
Defense. 


EARNED MEDIA: From March 18-26, news coverage of 
the launch of the Ford Field vaccination site and 
subsequent events reached an estimated 901 million 
people (calculated by the number of unique IP 
addresses that visit a news article within a given time). If 
the media coverage was purchased as paid advertising, 
it would have cost $14 million. Links to key stories are 
on pages 2-6.  

SOCIAL MEDIA: Through Twitter and Facebook, the 
Ford Field vaccination launch reached and engaged an 
estimated 6.8 million people. See key social media 
posts on pages 7 and 8.
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U.S. Rep. Brenda Lawrence, D-Southfield, 
toured Ford Field on March 22 with other 
leading dignitaries.

Protect Michigan Commission Director Kerry 
Ebersole Singh speaks to Northern 
Michigan’s 9&10 News reporter Eric Loyd on 
March 17.



MEDIA COVERAGE 
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“Michigan sees worrying spike in COVID-19 cases as 
state prepares to open mass vaccination site”

CNN 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 158M

“Detroit readies mass COVID-19 vaccination site”

USA Today 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 56M

“Meijer Registers 110,000 People for FEMA, State of 
Michigan Mass Vaccination Clinics; Schedules first 
14,000 Appointments at Ford Field”

Yahoo! Finance 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 53M
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https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/18/us/michigan-covid-19-cases-increase/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/nation/2021/03/22/detroit-readies-mass-covid-19-vaccination-site/4804615001/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/meijer-registers-110-000-people-144900266.html
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“Michigan’s Dr. Khaldun helps administer COVID-19 
vaccines at Ford Field”

MLive 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 4.3M

“Ford Field vaccine site ‘a symbol of hope’ for 
southeast Michiganders, officials say”

MLive 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 4.3M

“What's it like to get your COVID-19 shot at Ford 
Field? Freep reporter tells his story”

Detroit Free Press 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 4.2M
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https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/03/michigans-dr-khaldun-helps-administer-covid-19-vaccines-at-ford-field.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/03/ford-field-vaccine-site-a-symbol-of-hope-for-southeast-michiganders-officials-say.html
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2021/03/24/vaccine-covid-19-freep-reporter-tells-his-story/6969795002/
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“Ford Field to distribute more than 300K doses of 
Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson vaccines”

Detroit News 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 2.1M

“‘I want to live’ -- Ford Field vaccine recipients share 
reasons for getting COVID shot”

WDIV-TV 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 1.8M

“Gov. Whitmer to announce plans for Ford Field's 
COVID-19 mass vaccination clinic”

WXYZ-TV 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 1M
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https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2021/03/18/gretchen-whitmer-realistic-families-friends-gather-fourth-of-july/4740808001/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2021/03/24/i-want-to-live-ford-field-vaccine-recipients-share-reasons-for-getting-covid-shot/
https://www.wxyz.com/news/coronavirus/gov-whitmer-to-announce-plans-for-ford-fields-covid-19-mass-vaccination-clinic
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“Whitmer announces Ford Field mass vaccination 
clinic plans”

WOOD-TV 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 972K

“Ford Field COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
registrations soar”

Crain’s Detroit Business  
Click here to read story 
Reach: 490K

“110,000 people pre-register for COVID-19 vaccine site 
at Ford Field

WJRT-TV 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 403K
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https://www.woodtv.com/covid-19-vaccine/whitmer-to-announce-ford-field-mass-vaccination-clinic-plans-today/
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/coronavirus/ford-field-covid-19-vaccination-clinic-registrations-soar
https://www.abc12.com/2021/03/22/110000-people-pre-register-for-covid-19-vaccine-site-at-ford-field/
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“Michigan's largest COVID-19 vaccine clinic set to 
open”

Michigan Radio  
Click here to read story 
Reach: 340K

“State’s Chief Medical Executive Administers 
Vaccines At Ford Field’s Site Opening”

WWJ-TV 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 309K

“Video: Mass vaccination site opens at Detroit's 
Ford Field — See What To Expect”

Deadline Detroit 
Click here to read story 
Reach: 297K
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https://www.michiganradio.org/post/michigans-largest-covid-19-vaccine-clinic-set-open
https://detroit.cbslocal.com/2021/03/24/states-chief-medical-executive-administers-vaccines-at-ford-fields-site-opening/
https://www.deadlinedetroit.com/articles/27628/video_mass_vaccination_site_opens_at_detroit_s_ford_field_see_what_to_expect
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Meijer shares news about the 
kickoff press conference at Ford 
Field and details to register for a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Click here to view the post.

Reach: 1.5M

U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib 
shares how Michiganders 
can sign up to get their 
COVID-19 vaccine at Ford 
Field. Click here to view the 
tweet. 

Reach: 1.4M

Detroit Lions retweet MDHHS 
details on how to sign up to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine at Ford Field. 

Click here to view the tweet.

Reach: 1.3M

FOX2 Detroit shares its article on how 
Michiganders can sign up to get their 
vaccine at Ford Field. 

Click here to view the post. 

Reach: 1M
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https://www.facebook.com/90250031635/posts/10159257774896636
https://twitter.com/RashidaTlaib/status/1372684566415179779
https://twitter.com/Lions/status/1374470412646580224
https://www.facebook.com/363658042993/posts/10159813091592994
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SOCIAL MEDIA

MLive posts MDHHS’ livestream of the news 
conference at Ford Field. 

Click here to view the post.

Reach: 790K

WXYZ-TV shares its article on the entry 
procedure for the Ford Field vaccination clinic. 

Click here to view the post.

Reach: 632K

Protect Michigan Commission

  Ford Field COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Launch


March 18-26, 2021


IMPACT REPORT

https://www.facebook.com/11897558895/posts/10159577970548896
https://www.facebook.com/80221381134/posts/10157876242991135

